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Th* Jlonaetery of St. Mary Loi para* known as th« Monastery of the Syrians (Bar aa Syrian) 

has been wall known for ita collection of Syrian ass. and accordingly ha* attracted a 

number of bibliophiles from Europe* Auong then ware Ellas Aiseaanl in 1707tJ*8«Aa§*aaal t 

in 1715, W*0. Brown* in 1792* It was Lord Curftbn who la 1857 purohaeed a eeneldorabla 

quantity ot ass* for the Britiah Museua * Betwaen 1643 »pd 1847 Fa«ho bought aany asa< 

which for the greater part were aold to tne British auseua* 1) 

In Spite of the hunt for maa.a nuabar of asa*r4aained in the monastery* probably purpoeel 

hidden by * aonk In the tlae of Pa oho* A fob year a ago Aaba Tawfilus»the bishop of tha 

monastery* when he waa repairing a wall, found a oaae with a nuabar of Syrlao ass. H* 

informed aa of his find and I was anxious to a earn tha ass* I knxew how euapiaieua 

the aonks ara and went to tha monastery several timas,eaeh tlaa for two or three days* 

The biahop did not show me the mss.at a tiaa but only ona by ona for ona time. 

I had to make notes aa quickly aa poosible ■r^t*"**""**'" ander tha watahful oyao of the 

bishop and several monke, sitting around »e,gaaing at aa and. asking all kind of a- 

queetlons, while the lieht w&a not always sufficient* Theaa elareuastanees account for 

tha faot that the eatalogue is not always fmxty ooaplate f and soae data aa An to tha 

eentents of the aas.are still lacking*'^-" 

With the ass. was found a list, written in Arabia, with an inventory of 29 aae.*of those 

whieh ware in the case, written by i^uaaus Abd el Haslh Salib al Baraausl al aasudi ±. It 

is unknown under whieh eircumutonoes ha aaw the ass* Slnoe than tha ass .have been hidden 

again. In this list he gives short notes eoncernlag edoh of the ass* At the end he 

saya:There are another twelve in parohaentfsome in paper aalaaaBaanailijtTiBitaaa and 

some other leaves, rreoeding the actual list is a short introduction which runs aa 

follows t I saw the Syrian books in the month of Baramuda 1617 of the martyrs (-1901 Ai)*) 

during three days* All of thea are in Syrlao ;none of the* il Qarihuhi or Arabio* Moat 

of thea are ana made of parchment, some of paper ;aoet of thea are in Eotrangeld f oth*r» 

in normal writing. Proa aoat of thea the beginning or tha end or both are aiiaing* 

of thea are complete with cover* I tried to trans la t* the not(a« i /'oott«#^^li|| -d*^-'''''^ 

and ownership. As Z was translating I did not understand arory voM *t**f* ; _ 

^for the word. I did not knowa. V ■ ^ '^Z%&; ii^^S"""^" '""' """"* "" 

it la uaoartain whether thea* 34 aae.are only ; :tnoiH^ 

of aaa. which b*re purpoiaiy chplan* , ^.^$01 

alght M*^S»?&te^^ 

xhibk the ; other a^i *^whioiji, I 'or" tne ■ "freittlp 




V?) 



t have adopted th« nuabering of the ass. in this list and written the respective 
numbers In the ass. Five as»*vere not included in the list f these had however a 
nuaber.two of thea were nuabered 16 new and jl new* Hay be these aoabers also war* 
Si Yen by Qnaans Abd Jtk^ el Masih. 

To give an iapreesion of this list I shall give in translation what it says aboat 
two ill. 

IX A bookin the aiddle of whioh ia saidiThia is the book of Constantino the faithful 
froa the town of Httran( uj^*> )* Hobody can take it withoat\ h 4iWssioa ar the 
peraiesion of any of hi. rat a t a wakH feaily( <~l, ) . w« haven't found any date In 
it. It is an perbhaent. 

VIII A book, whioh, I think, is the ooaaentary on the Epistlea to taaa the Roaans by 
St. John. There is no date. On parehaOnt* 

pc, h, It* tCu*, ^ i^ . *___, L\ 0*\ QM -c^ ft b~^~ IS*-* >U. ll« J" i." uu*C • 

1) For fa&fter 'aiuili" ^t^.^iS^tc^S^ot^±^V^^U in the Briti 
Museun.aoquired since the year 18 36 fJMaaa*a » London I870-1872*Yol*III»Prefa«e, 
where a description of the purohasos and the ass themselves has been given* 
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Vallum, 126 gfei.,22 x 15 on.} the page hat about 24 linea » written la Estra|fs 
cover with leather {dated 887 k.T>.i*MM*k—MX* unUn i tha beginning is ■ *f 

Friday <^OOU - ' KXX>> «7 -«< <^i»o3r i> .1 ^ f rtftft p 




2b service of 



46b servloe af Saturday 
60b aarrloa of Sunday 



•K. OUOLU3 n Hfca*LahM>. .-» «^OeJ*» , i\o 
85a aarrloa of Saturday aftar Eaater "» Avsrt ^ tC cto^^^g* 
86b the and af thia aarrloa ant tha aarrloa •f.Mc 



86b hymns af Tuaaday r<=ZJX->&h\&* r«#^ ^ ^W*^ 

90b the and of tha hymns and aarrloa af Baturaday t^sK^Mi^T^f^*.* 1 W*» ^Jj 



90b aarrloa af Friday aftar Kaatar 



ro take*. a»o 






100 b an d o f t h ia s e rvt ow 

101 bob* folloa niaaing 

106b the end of the eervioe of Sunday '^"5lJ/ r<^^^7F&3&% ?£*X 

107. the service of Thureday n\D X* r *^ C ^ * C^* 5 ^ 



125a end/ of thia eervioe and a notie in the aama,. hanAmritiagj::. 
end of the booE. ' T< f^n O r<£L!VT< ■/ :Aitt#?|}^ 



***• 




125a a later note in which la aaid that the luuwats $h>chi:^fn*^ 

the priest Farag the abbot of the monastery of Abba ulcasntt 

125b - 126b a later handwriting. the end ia niaaing* A aohg .on tits ?;i&:iM&,of John 
^^Xa/cVi i ro -Acrc^?. J5t\ fAd" t a petition(n< &.ti&^i&i^^ 



on the reTelation of Jaoob and the death of Jaobb* 
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Yellum»209 fol*»25 x 17 on. » two ooluana»about 31 lines {beginning and end are 

aiaBingffol*152 - 208 full page J about YII c«ntt 

5b - 151b sayings of Abba Isaiah 



<--U^d^h ^"^3 .^ ^^ 



<^C_" •*• 



26b 
29b 
33b 

44a 

50a 



crwcii .- s^Jrr ,i r\M cxJ. rxj-in o3 <-t*\_r rt rcsK.i m!L •" '1-3 c«A -"» 
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55b 
64b 

74a 







86a 

89a 

90a 

99b 

101a 

127a 
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158a 



cot C.-K& i^^^jgjy^f?; 
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V*11^3lt4'fttl*«17>S Jt 12,5 oa.,26 linos idifforont handwritings iJUf- X ••m**' 
5« taolo of oont*nt.(4 lino* Tortloallr )&&*»« of JusV ea tho ^^In^^iai 
Creation and a lottor to Qoorgosi o> <\x t< Y\ 







hoadlr on tho decollation of John the 
•n tho canons of the Apootlos 
b on th« son of nan 



• Aiptiot a . * ■ _vv - i; :K&^w&3im$- 



'^jxxjo y^/^yj 




. < ;;. •r^L^:^.;;^^n^^%^ .-",r= 



71a tho cad 






MK& r „ . 

71* aato ink In tor handwriting Mgriag 'that tho lMH*\J#iliMajp|ia|^ 



71h hlanlc pacoioa na«o 72n another handwriting fto«lh9. 



ISU** 



72a . «la lottor of J.ooh k*^' rc*^fefe|a^ 



11; 



81* on this gag* the nutt of the patriarchs of AaAioeh..aii*^i^fcl«^^ 

aro thsodosius and Dionjmiu«.Thio "aot ho Dionjrnlos ; II&9^ji^^^ 

•an ho dat.d at th. ond of th. DC o.nt. o^>&. rf. ^8^^ «M£IM 



82a - J9h hoaily on John tho Baptist 






99s hadaniBf of a hoaily on tho affile to | son* t4Xi&-$&m 

tin 100a tho last port of a hoe*]? o« tho ^M^i^^^^oS^^^^^ 
118h 




118W119* th« toning of tho Apootlos ■ - : -'- ^ 



119h i«m, folios aro *io»*n* 

120a »iio^r^»aidl«i;ii«i Wctno 



~ "At? ...'. ■>" 



£-^1? 



XI 



C— .atary «n tba Go.p.1 .aco**!** to «attb~ * St.Jolm 0toy.-t-.#— t*** 
of 57 ..««».. ». titl. i« ra* at th. fp of a~ PW ^o «*■** 

^i^^o B^tnnia* an* «* ■*• ■*••*»«* 

3b th« and of saraon 24. uu I ■■■»■■■■■■■ 



«? 




3 b - 12b aaraon 25(t Til 28) _w. 

,0(71.1 wQ Hi O ^T^^i | ^ Ll>',fl.Jl'"iW,WTTIP' , Tgfll , «tJy 

12b - 30b a«moo 26(t111 5) Ai fH& V^'^^^^J^^/S^^V^i^ 

30b - 40b ••r»a* 27(tU1 14) ^ <^^ ,«*ld^S J i^ : *?^^ st,rCC 
•*.-U-uf<.^ c<jJb~,.7 on^vsajiA t<Xjt/0 U^S^^^^^fc*^^ ^ 

41. - 5 2a a~~n 2MM (rlil; 23) ;* ;i?^^M^-.*^aN6*f» 

52b- 58* aarmon 29(ix l)nt&\rc\ rA nn O CCk*/-^^- ; ^'3^^-4''.^\>»S& 



hT' .*i# 



58bj. 72a aaxaan 30(lx 
72a - 82b itnoa 31(ix W) 

32(ix 27)L^o 
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62b aagjawlng af »««» 3 
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T.lln.,161 f.1^25 x 17 «., about 31 Um,, 4 f .i ipkt t$a baslnalaf far nratal^ i*^ 
■<»• notaaidatad 822 - 511 AD. Xha .f our caapala with la th. ■nr*in,in dark «raan • ^^ : 
indiaatians oaaoornin*- tha laaaena {or tho wholo yoar. V v 

5b th* goapol of Matthew > <fe?n . . _w .t_ti X ^^ 

46a tho and of tho (ofjwl of Mat&v L — — . 



^^ s<^f 




•*» SXJL..TJ3 rc«iA.x tVp \i<K i^ii(; : ^6^o 

46b tho gaapal atf Mark -OP CU3 -i^, ^ ,< <fr Q I ^j^^'frfr &ul ltOTC 

72b tho %nd ♦^Mwjajpal. of Mark . «** OO >^xX^O*&>!i*> &&£|«&X 

*» 






73a tho gaapal of Luko 
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157b oolophon* the book was finiahad on _ 

roar 822 in Bdaaaa x--» T-I Ch _> "U .r<-Z> r<| 
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^noorr^i^p^^iliiail^ 






«IS 



158b a not* in Arabic with tho data 4 Dhu al Hi*** 32711 Hi ,*aft 

tba teia yoar 304 H* • 

L59a a not* in Arabia with tha data 9 Dhu al Hl«sa 30* B. 
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xvi^W 

Paper»190 fol.,26 x 17 on. the page has about 17 lines {beginning and end are 

mis sing; dated iTil. of the Greeks (» At*/ AD*).S ervl oe« -of-the-enfl"?of 

AaoePB4j;n^_a»d--4h»-becinniitg~^£---fcn-teco8ti 

10a End of the service o£ Ascension rvu^iiiT \ i " 

10av service of Pentecost' 4^ C ua-4-L&--v r 'r< nrxio ,«£^ r rfTA[ _z>«n<^ 

22b aervioe of the feast of the Transfiguration >£*? ^OCXjA^A^flt^cfta^ 

40a service of the Assumption of the Holy Virgin <■ cAt< oi .tA_ •"> jrt_u CU" O rcxaii- 

52b service of the birth of the Virgin ^ ^^ ^.A.., ^^'^^^t^f 
60b service of the Holy Cross Bay '" c *-*> *» O nt=iA_y ^ r<Xi AX3 tc ti rC\ n nUHiL 
74a service of the glorious martyr Georges . _ . 

86a service of the Virgin sa May ful^noon A* •ewv* <<**» j •) ^'Or^ 

ft 96a serl^voe of the Apostles Lrro cnMo&-=> r\*> <k^*> .7 

.-Co f* ** » N * \^ 71 f gfnA I 

108a service of the twelve Apostles .rp -^ ^ \ * i _ . • i_ » V 

115a service of the martyrs Cosmos and Damiana rejeio tK •IfTtoi \i.-j recall 

121b service of Thomas, the Apostle r r» \^ r^jp \ \ 1 

129b service of "^. Mary Magdalen ^ o^*A-T~^=0 ^-^O-x^Jt, .i£? Ai") recall 

' V - ' V 1 

137a service of the Maccabees ^^-^ ~> <^-^3J" r<* ~» Q - & -M-7 f^c*-^, 

142a service of Elias.the prophet rxOJ f^ArC ^-"> r ^ccJ^ r 

146b-147a colophon in same writing, the writer is Abd el Maaihjthe date ifM-i^©©; 

*C Al e xand er, £"»~S2_of the Greeks. .A-3) dbr-? 




X.O cT> o > x ~rA n rC i clL n r<_=o_4 T ^rro n rr ^U_* -"U^ --nA o *,., U^ n 
rt^ .^CW^S-UH r^.-uo -3 ^^^^ so^^.7 f^'-Uc (XJCUJX3 
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UIII &'■ ,.V-"s.^;j 

»ollaa f 234 fel.,18 z 14 oa«,aboat 18 line*, tit lo* in redjbeginning in adeeip;|fe«<* '•> tl 
218-234 ar* danaged|dated 1215 «■ 9*4 AD. 

l-2Jb hoailiea ^ 

7a th* and of >n hoaily on Com tan tint th* king and on tho 518 bialM>pe.'<W^/;>^* 

..-.,^/r^'ri •jnft. : ^^ <: 

7b prayer* of Sorapioii^ NP^A Z t£» ■ r>^=> •< . ••» ~jt&£f Q$^ ■/■=? '<* OV ' 

9a hoaily on tho' * » r aeta ta of Adaa ay St.Jaoeb ^Jan /•< Vjo'rOo./^b /.£> ^& 

llb-2Ja hoaily an loaning by SttEphrea /^u'xft «</' ^^7^^?^^^ 

23a dlsaaorea by 8t .Johanna* aoitable for prayer i' y^O .J^S^S^^^t. -jp^ ' 

•KdcAjjA -JUL* 7) /^aLj^i^^^^ ; \^ci^t^l^/tJi 71 
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